
Carbon Collaborative Minutes 
September 10, 9-10 AM 

In person (preferred): Carbon County Children & Youth, 525 Iron St., Lehighton, PA 18235 
Virtual link: Click here to join the meeting Meeting ID: 276 901 481 825  Passcode: 6iMxfo  

 
 

1. Welcome:  40 attendees (11 in person, 29 virtual)  
2. Approval of May meeting minutes: https://cccfoundpa.org/collaborative-board/ 

a. Approved by Larissa Kimmel, Carolee Boyer  
3. Treasurer Report: Lourdes Serrano (AHEC): $4504.74 

a. Approved by Sharon Alexander, Carolee Boyer   
4. Speaker: no speaker to allow time to align  
5. Old Business:  

a. Carbon County Community Foundation (CCCF): Sharon Alexander, CCCF 120 members of the 20/20 Circle 
Annual Meeting to fund three local nonprofits; links included below   

b. Grandparents Raising Grandchildren supports October 24 workshop in the Woodlands in Luzerne; from 9-

3, for more info please reach out to Julie Mann as she is coordinating the vendors (no cost) 

c. Subcommittees 
i. Homeless Task Force: Commissioner Nothstein and Cathy Lamm: Landlord engagement 

meeting being planned as per Rob Nicolella, Carbon County Housing Authority   
ii. Transportation: Larissa Kimmel: developing a map of where transportation services exist, 

meeting directly after Collaborative meeting, link in chat, ambassadors program, 9/11 speaker 
and trail update coming from Amber/LCCC  

iii. Kids Zone: Jill Geissinger on behalf of Mindy Graver, updates included below   
iv. Early childcare education: status of existing services and connections: PVSD Superintendent Mr. 

McAndrew shared they have open preschool slots  
v. Literacy: Dolly Parton Imagination Library (DPIL), Reach Out and Read (ROR)/Brush, Book, Bed, 

Talk-Read-Sing, Palmerton Library Baby and Me FY25 ROR 1839, DPIL 1388, 942 graduated  
6. New Business: 

a. 2026 Annual 17th Human Services Breakfast: April 10 at the American Legion in Lehighton, theme 

(childcare, housing?) theme and planning meeting TBD  

 
7. Next meeting: next meeting is November 12, 2025  
8. Self-introductions and agency reports 

a. Chat updates: chat updates can be placed in meeting chat and then saved into minutes 
b. Email updates to Secretary and include “Carbon Interagency Collaborative” in title 
c. Meeting minutes: please email rosemarie.lister@sluhn.org with any clarifications/corrections 
d. Post community event flyer on CCCF Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/covid19.carbon/  
 

• PA 211: Your organization is listed in the PA 211 comprehensive information and referral database. You can now go 
to the website and search your organizations name to review and submit revisions anytime to your listing. We still 
require an annual review, but this makes it easier to make changes when they occur.  Attached is a pdf file with the 
instructions.  If you are unable to find your organization or need further assistance, feel free to reach out.  

• Kidzone 30 anniversary and new logo: next meeting and car seat check is September 24, 2025: (tentative Walmart 
Store, Lehighton), November 24, 2025: (tentative Lehighton Ambulance Association, Lehighton)  

• Pathstone/AmeriHealth Caritas, PA Baby Shower Event - October 2025  

• Sue Ziegler, Area Agency on Aging (AAA): reimbursement for grandparents raising grandchildren for seasonal 
clothing; Sue will send Mr. McAndrew an email with services they can provide; Rosemarie and Kerri will connect  

• Child and Youth: 90 children in placements, recruiting for foster care for teens, reach out to Jill, all 37 providers will 
be unable to be paid until the PA budget passes, contact legislators  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OWY1MWQzYWUtMmUzMi00MzNjLThkZjItNWNmOThjZjZkZmQ5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ef4fd2f8-4c96-45ab-9b15-7831920f55cf%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a686372f-7b3d-4797-a27e-47e6e5bd5420%22%7d
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcccfoundpa.org%2Fcollaborative-board%2F&data=05%7C02%7CRosemarie.Lister%40sluhn.org%7C3178744fd9114fc4ee8108dcff42e2ea%7Cef4fd2f84c9645ab9b157831920f55cf%7C0%7C0%7C638665909955460444%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PpCxgcVZQ449bM%2FNRg6%2F%2BETX5m%2Bx%2F3OcWxpSefNc%2BFs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/carboncountyaaa/posts/reopeninga-support-group-for-grandparents-raising-grandchildrenthe-group-is-offe/229668572449680/
https://cccfoundpa.org/imagination-library/
https://reachoutandread.org/
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/healthy-living/oral-health/Pages/Brush-Book-Bed.aspx
https://www.unitedwayglv.org/news/june-2019/united-way-of-the-greater-lehigh-valley-launches
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.palmertonarealibrary.com%2FRead%2520To%2520Me.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CRosemarie.Lister%40sluhn.org%7C479f42f76a074ff5f99b08dabe88a712%7Cef4fd2f84c9645ab9b157831920f55cf%7C0%7C0%7C638031791380354766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k4T%2FfzQRjYuCtK9FuPs1RnF8EL%2FqS%2BClH5MR4HIB2cI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:rosemarie.lister@sluhn.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/covid19.carbon/


• BHA: hired two additional outpatient therapists, opened with 400 students across 9 counties in education programs, 
added a sensory gym in Mahoney Valley  

• Rob Nicolella, Carbon County Housing Authority loan waiting list and budget constraints  

• Jared Soto, Chamber and Blueprints (PV) Sept 23 tourism summit, Sept 30 rebranding open house, Oct 9 State of the 
County  

• LCCC digital literacy and free ESL classes, College and Career Day, Amber will share with AAA  

• St. Luke’s Community Health CHNA 2025 CHNA State of the Community Meetings, St. Luke’s Lehighton, Carbon, & 
Miners – September 30, 2:30 – 4:00 pm, at Carbon County Technic… 

• CMP MH and D&A: CMP MHDS has openings for Targeted Case Managers. See the website for more information 
https://www.cmpmhds.org/careers/index.php, hiring Carbon LOSS Team (Local Outreach to Suicide Survivors) is 
looking for volunteers to be part of the responding team and support team.  Training will occur prior to any roll out 
of response. If interested contact larissa.kimmel@cmpsystemsofcare.org  

• CMP D&A Having our 12th annual recovery event.   Sat 13 from 11-3 at Bethany Wesleyan church 1122 fairyland 
road Lehighton. Basket raffle over 100 baskets   

• Dick Smith, Altheimer’s walk in Scranton  

• Pastor Everett Upton funding loss, back to school giveaway, fruit trees planted and collaborated with farm  

• UWGLV housing data and introduced Emma Hope, Panther Valley Community School Coordinator   

• WIC (Melissa Yarmey and Lauren Stracey) saw 1200 clients, CCCF hygiene pantry, funding issues with farmers mkt 
program, Maternal and Family Health Services added family planning services at the WIC office 701 Bridge St 
Lehighton  

• St. Luke’s Carbon and Lehighton Campuses: Family Practice Rotation with 4 Residents, Lehighton Behavioral Health 
Walk-in center just saw 3,000 pts, 95% commit to follow up care, patient experience scores had the highest across 
the network  

• Right from the Start ending as they lost the Parent as Teachers program; visit 20 families  

• September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month, take some time to learn about signs and symptoms, when to 
recognize when people are struggling emotionally and what our local resources are available, Sept. 12 Palmerton vs. 
Lehighton Football Game is hosting "Light the Night" event to shed a light on Suicide Prevention Awareness.  If you 
attend wear black, glow sticks will be handed out  

• Carbon Chamber & Economic Development, a proud partner of the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce on 
Thursday, October 9th at Blue Mountain Resort for our annual State of the County Address! Come out for a delicious 
breakfast, networking and opportunity to interact with other like-minded business and community leaders, followed 
by an informative presentation by Carbon County leaders who will review the past 12 months and look ahead at 
what is in store for our entire County. This event will highlight the accomplishments and challenges faced by County 
Government, our residents, businesses and community partners as well as look forward to the future to continue to 
build a community that is a great place to live, work and play!   

• Shawn Bariana: Nonprofit Volunteer Engagement Peer to Peer Session 10/1/2025 at 9AM held at Volunteer Center 
of the Lehigh Valley, 968 Postal Road, Allentown, PA 
18109  https://www.volunteerlv.org/volunteer_engagement_professionals_programming? 

• The Carbon County Community Foundation (CCCF) is hosting our 20/20 Circle Annual Meeting & Grants Dinner on 
October 15th at Blue Mountain Resort.  20/20 members will be voting to award a grant of $5,000.  The three 
nonprofit finalists who will be eligible for voting are being selected today.  This event is open to the public (tickets 
must be purchased) and is a great opportunity to network with members and learn about area nonprofits.  For more 
info: https://cccfoundpa.org/2020-circle-annual-meeting-2025/ 

• Carbon County Community Foundation is hosting our quarterly Friends of the Foundation lunch on September 30th 
at Boulder View Tavern.  The featured fund is the Kidder Township First Responders Fund and the grantee spotlight 
is Hardship Heroes.  More info: https://cccfoundpa.org/friends-of-the-foundation/ 

• CCCF: AllOne Foundation announced their grant cycle for health care, human services, education, and disease 
prevention.  There is an info session today (9/10) for interested applicants and the LOI is due 9/15.  For more info: 
https://allonefoundations.org/charities/ 

• CCCF: PPL Foundation's third grant cycle for the year is open now with applications due 9/15.  The focus is 
"Energizing Education."  For more info: https://www.pplweb.com/communities/ppl-foundation/pa-grants-3/ 

https://www.slhn.org/blog/2025/community-health-needs-assessment-meetings
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.activecalendar.com%2Fsluhn%2Fevent%2Fstate-of-the-community-2025-community-health-needs-assessment-findings-3&data=05%7C02%7CSamuel.Kennedy%40sluhn.org%7C682c9e890e4a4720972608ddda8eb137%7Cef4fd2f84c9645ab9b157831920f55cf%7C0%7C0%7C638907028601953710%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=89O9Hnql4i1GMmt%2BNhygpgygF%2BJhGegqgC7ZffjsbkI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.activecalendar.com%2Fsluhn%2Fevent%2Fstate-of-the-community-2025-community-health-needs-assessment-findings-3&data=05%7C02%7CSamuel.Kennedy%40sluhn.org%7C682c9e890e4a4720972608ddda8eb137%7Cef4fd2f84c9645ab9b157831920f55cf%7C0%7C0%7C638907028601953710%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=89O9Hnql4i1GMmt%2BNhygpgygF%2BJhGegqgC7ZffjsbkI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cmpmhds.org/careers/index.php
mailto:larissa.kimmel@cmpsystemsofcare.org
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fudk6bzdab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001dmWB0fuDJnzF0RxDlw23xBDMOW26jDDCGoR91rxfoNF7LoztsqdrpYEzkus3D7e3r_fwMZ1b5j5nGjUlZvgtMQrkESDWsWFNou9H0FfW8pbPfipBUdGYU-CQPJbEpNR3vfc8eowYCuKyDWZ-DTPCPKecfwKT0znT47fWmmWBiYShkkrJtFzGaMbDbqFl8KfkGM4MWxIxaU4IdxeK4SKfy3E5qVkavPpoauKkAQn56Z8O-ISCyfnkeikvdTmeu01dZD4jciv_b6qNsXByU-Kt2ZGB75bL1RDE%26c%3DzPWOQp-L9X-nH1O28TS5vE4kDssQZoP_EC8HG0apC36pCouRJ1fGNA%3D%3D%26ch%3DqzEdUIqGiN2bUKxfhBO36gUPn5Do-ZBKWmsftiZBw9kHq1gtPdyt-A%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CKerri.Quick%40sluhn.org%7Cf5c595083a914d4dc5c708ddeedbd551%7Cef4fd2f84c9645ab9b157831920f55cf%7C0%7C0%7C638929350124816662%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lwyFxrXUBvZdR4eH6J2jruVfrlPaLid1m6%2FF39Yx%2BxI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.volunteerlv.org/volunteer_engagement_professionals_programming?
https://cccfoundpa.org/2020-circle-annual-meeting-2025/
https://cccfoundpa.org/friends-of-the-foundation/
https://allonefoundations.org/charities/
https://www.pplweb.com/communities/ppl-foundation/pa-grants-3/


• Robyn Plesniarski: FREE FLU SHOT LVHN CARBON 
https://go.activecalendar.com/lehighvalleyhealthnetwork/event/walk-in-flu-shot-clinic-at-health-cen…Flu shots will 
be given to ages 6 months and older. Supplies are limited, and flu shots will be given on a first come, first served  

• Julie Mann Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Conference Vendors email me at ccaging14@ptd.net 

• Byran Cohen TechOWL: we continue to offer presentations on Assistive Technology—both general overviews of 
what we do and deep dives into specific topics. If your organization is interested in learning more or hosting a 
session, feel free to reach out. We’d love to connect. 

• Volunteers Center of the Lehigh Valley: 2nd Annual Nonprofit Impact Conference tickets open for sale. 11/6/2025 
held at Wind Creek Event Center in Bethlehem https://www.volunteerlv.org/nonprofit-impact-conference-2025 

• Robin Roman - Carbon County Plan of Safe Care Coordinator works with moms and pregnant moms and families 
who are dealing with drugs and alcohol. Robin Roman POSC Coordinator 484-661-7174 

• Kristel Pinckney, Placement & Career Services Developer with PathStone Corporation. Our Careers4U Program 
supports adults with current or past justice involvement as they re-enter the workforce through case management, 
job readiness, training, and employment connections. Our Career Strong Program helps justice-involved youth and 
young adults with career exploration, work readiness, mentorship, and pathways to education and employment. 
Feel free to reach me at Kpinckney@pathstone.org 570-619-7700. I look forward to connecting with you 

• AllOne Foundation announced their grant cycle for health care, human services, education, and disease 
prevention.  There is an info session today (9/10) for interested applicants and the LOI is due 9/15.  For more info: 
https://allonefoundations.org/charities/ 

• PPL Foundation's third grant cycle for the year is open now with applications due 9/15.  The focus is "Energizing 
Education."  For more info: https://www.pplweb.com/communities/ppl-foundation/pa-grants-3/ 

• Julie Mann Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Conference Vendors email me at ccaging14@ptd.net   

• Fiorella Salas Toledo, Community Relations Representative with AmeriHealth Caritas Community HealthChoices, 
which is a medical assistance insurance for dually eligible individuals (Medicare and Medicaid), who are 21 and older 
with a physical disability. We also manage the home and community waiver program. This allows participants to 
receive services at home such as personal assistance services, home modifications, home delivered meals, and 
others so that they can stay in their homes and communities instead of going into a nursing facility. As for my job, 
we are looking to get involved in the community by going to senior centers and other settings where we can find the 
general public and share information on health education. We'd love to be involved in events and support them by 
providing sponsorships. fsalastoledo@amerihealthcaritas.com, 717-756-6224. 

• Kim Minor: Inglis SDHP is approved by The Pennsylvania State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family 
Therapists, and Professional Counselors to be providers of Continuing Education credits (CEs) for our full training 
curriculum. Each training is worth .5 credit, and all sessions are designed to support your ongoing professional 
development.There are a number of trainings that we offer that are free and open to the public.  These are offered 
on a regular basis.  Explore our curriculum and register for upcoming trainings here: 
https://www.inglis.org/programs-and-services/inglis-community-services/self-determination-housing-of-
pennsylvania-sdhp/sdhp-calendar 

https://go.activecalendar.com/lehighvalleyhealthnetwork/event/walk-in-flu-shot-clinic-at-health-center-at-carbon-2/
mailto:ccaging14@ptd.net
https://www.volunteerlv.org/nonprofit-impact-conference-2025
https://allonefoundations.org/charities/
https://www.pplweb.com/communities/ppl-foundation/pa-grants-3/
mailto:ccaging14@ptd.net

