Carbon Collaborative Agenda
November 12, 9-10 AM
In person (preferred): Carbon County Children & Youth, 525 Iron St., Lehighton, PA 18235
Virtual link: Click here to join the meeting Meeting ID: 276 901 481 825 Passcode: 6iMxfo

1. Welcome: 49 attendees (40 virtual, 9 in person)

2. Approval of September meeting minutes: https://cccfoundpa.org/collaborative-board/, Amber Zuber
(1Y), Kerri Quick (2")

3. Approval of Treasurer Report: Lourdes Serrano (AHEC): $4,504.74, Gina Nichols (1), Emma Hope (2")

4. Speaker: no speaker to allow time to align

5. Old Business:

Carbon County Community Foundation (CCCF): Sharon Alexander

a. Feed our Neighbors funds: first round of grants going out today to local food pantries, as additional
contributions come in, CCCF will send out additional funds. https://cccfoundpa.org/feeding-our-
neighbors-fund/

b. Grant writing workshop in December at Carbon EMS center in Nesquehoning, cost is $40, 4-hour
workshop https://Ip.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/q3d6j2g/lp/cf3456e8-00c6-4dbd-9237-
52a5e614091c

c. Carbon County Hotel Tax Disbursement Program to help cover costs for marketing items for projects
and events that encourage tourism/visitors to the area. Applications are due January 30th:
https://www.poconomountains.com/about-us/carbon/

d. Funding opportunities: Pocono Mtn Visitors Bureau accepting Carbon applications for tourism,
TMobile Hometown Grants up to $50k specializing in small town revitalization https://www.t-
mobile.com/brand/hometown-grants

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren supports: Julie Mann shared the conference in Woodlands was
successful, merging is occurring, and Julie will share more. St. Luke’s Older Adult Meals program available at
St. Luke’s Carbon and Miners Campus for those 65 and older, Carolee Boyer shared case management
resources available for grandparents experiencing SUD

Subcommittees:
Homeless Task Force: Cathy Lamm: holding a meeting at 9 AM on November 21 at the election office in Jim
Thorpe, Cathy will be sending out a link for those that are not able to join in person. Family Promise is
currently at capacity with 29 individuals 19 of whom are children. They are currently in the planning stages for
the warming shelter.
Transportation: Larissa Kimmel: transportation meeting will be held today at 10:15 to focus on mapping
Kids Zone: Jill Geissinger on behalf of Mindy Graver

e. November 12: computer simulation at Lehighton HS

f. November 24: Car Seat Check at Lehighton Ambulance, 10-2pm
Early childcare education: status of existing services and connections: Head Start has limited funding and
SHINE is not running due to the government shut down
Literacy: Dolly Parton Imagination Library (DPIL), Reach Out and Read/Brush (ROR), Book, Bed, Talk-Read-Sing,
Palmerton Library Baby and Me FY25 ROR 1839 engaged, DPIL 1388 enrolled, 942 graduated
6. New Business: 2026 Annual 17" Human Services Breakfast: April 10 at the American Legion in Lehighton,
theme TBD
Next meeting: Next meeting is virtual on January 14, 2026
8. Self-introductions and agency reports:

a. Chat updates: chat updates can be placed in meeting chat and then saved into minutes
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b. Email updates, clarifications and/or corrections to Secretary and include “Carbon Collaborative” in
title
c. Post community event flyer on CCCF Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/covid19.carbon/

d. Partner updates:
LCCC (Amber Zuber), Al workshop, Walmart and gas cards available for LCCC food pantry members, Digital
Workship: Al What’s the Buzz:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAlpQLSdPEPsWelJQgQpOBYPO6xQXYMvJiKwPp5jtgzwbQOFuaYNiL A/vi
ewform
Carbon MHDS (Larissa Kimmel, Ashley Highland) LOSS team members still being recruited, if interested, reach
out to Larissa. Holiday Tree to remember and honor those effected by suicide.
PV Food Pantry (Emma Hope) Panther Valley Food Pantry, 3@ Wednesday of each month from 5-6 pm; they
have turkeys and chickens for the holidays
UWGLYV (Gina Nichols)United Way and the Community Foundation have each contributed dollars to launch
the Critical Support Fund to raise money and quickly distribute it to stock shelves in pantries as a first priority
and a regional communications and volunteer mobilization effort is underway
PA Treasury Dept (Jolene) Keystone Scholars is a program that provides a free $100 to those born 2019 or
later towards future education and savings, unclaimed property information
C&Y (Jill Geisinger) 105 kids in care, many families challenged with MH/BH system, increased kinship care,
expanded and approved guardianship, facebook page to fill bins for food for families with food insecurity,
hosting annual foster child and community holiday party with Polar Express theme
St. Luke’s Community Health (Kerri Quick, Suzanne Smith, Rosemarie Lister) Hygiene drive for PVSD,
Necessities Nook, Fireside Chat at 4 pm at Carbon Campus to discuss transportation, network/local food
insecurity drive for partners and staff, Older Adult Meal Program - St. Luke's University Health Network |
findhelp.org, Older Adult Meal Program Helping Seniors Forge Social Connections
Weatherly SD (Becky McFadden) prevention education programs online safety, nutrition education, mini food
pantry, red ribbon week, health career interest and will reach out to Lynette at CareerLink, 570-427-8687 or
mcfaddenr@weatherlysd.org
CareerlLink (Bill Getz, Lynette Serrano, Angie Fazio, Kara Williams): Together with Veterans dinner, Veterans
Parade this Sunday in Lehighton, collaborating with school districts for summer youth programs and teenagers
making career choices
CMP D&A (Carolee Boyer) food drive and boxes for education on how to use food pantry food, Annual
Thanksgiving dinner for all clients in recovery community, process of collecting new or gently used clothing for
clients and homeless
SHINE (Rachel Strucko) Director of workforce and SHINE, close to finish budget hopefully this week and then
SHINE will be up and running. Had to lay off two staff in August, Rep Argall and Rep Hefley provided funding to
assist. Thankful that everyone in county has stepped up to feed families and children
Volunteer Center of LV (Chrisdee Lawyer) Holiday Hope Chests https://www.volunteerlv.org/holiday-hope-
chests. Chrisdee Lawyer - chrisdee@volunteerlv.org Shawn Bariana - shawn@volunteerlv.org
WIC (Cindy Kennedy) WIC is still operating, breast and cervical cancer screenings provided, period products
also provided monthly by a period poverty grant
Representative Heffley’s Office (Theresa Hall) Budget expected to pass soon, thank you for attending October
D&A Expo, Rep. Heffley and Sen. Argall will be presenting Scam Seminars on November 20 that are open to
the public at the following locations: 10:30am - Bethany Wesleyan Church, 457 Delaware Ave., Palmerton, PA
1:00pm - St. Joseph Parish of the Panther Valley,462 W. Ludlow Street, Summit Hill, PA
Star Community Health (Ellen Denizard) www.starcommunityhealth.org acquired St. Luke's Primary Care sites
in Tamaqua, Lansford and Ringtown Primary/Family Medicine Locations | STAR Community Health. Star
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Community Health is affiliated with St. Luke’s and offers low cost high quality medical, dental and behavioral
health care. For more information, please contact Ellen.Denizard@starcommunityhealth.org

AmeriHealth Caritas PA (Cindy Cortes) Community Health Educator taking over for Emily Daily who retired this
summer, no current updates. ccortesl@amerihealthcaritaspa.com

Maternal and Family Health Services WIC is operational and seeing patient during the Budget Impasse. We
would like to remind everyone we are now providing Reproductive Health Services on Tuesdays in our WIC
Office at the Body and Soul Complex on Bridge St, Lehighton. Services include GYN Exams, Breast and Cervical
Cancer Screening, STD testing and more, Call 570-273-1288. www.mfhs.org MFHS is a non-profit working to
improve the health of Pennsylvania women and children through the WIC Nutrition Program; Family Planning;
Maternity Services; the Nurse-Family Partnership Program, Maternal and Family Health Services Provides
Period Products free to anyone in need at office in Lehighton.

PathStone Head Start (Lorianne Roke) currently enrolling for our Head Start program. | will send our current
enrollment flyer. Please distribute to anyone who is interested!

PathStone to assist justice involved individuals throughout Carbon County and are actively seeking stronger
connections with community resources to help identify and enroll justice-involved youth between the ages of
16 and 24. In addition, collaborating with CCWT at Carbon CareerlLink to provide training opportunities that
support the successful reintegration and skill development of our justice-involved participants. Contact
information for the Re-entry program information is Lreyes@pathstone.org

Regional Housing Coordinator (Kim Minor) with Inglis SDHP Email: Kim.minor@inglis.org We offer free
trainings in webinar or in-person: explore our training curriculum and/or register for any of our upcoming
trainings using this link: Inglis SDHP Curriculum Catalog | Inglis *Note, all of our trainings are eligible for free
CEUs to Social Workers, Marriage & Family Therapists, and Professional Counselors. Some of the programs we
offer: Inglis Housing Corporation - Properties | Inglis; Home Modifications for Independence Home
Modifications for Independence | Inglis Inglis Assistive Tech Solutions | Inglis

Catholic Charities (Lisa Geosits) participated in the October Valor Event. No further updates.

Jeff Express (Taylor Hunt) to the Carbon Community JeffExpress Urgent Care—Lehighton Brings New Walk-In
Care Option to Carbon County | Lehigh Valley H... for sick or have a minor injury, walk-in, no-appointment care
for common illnesses and minor injuries, such as sprains, cuts, rash. JeffExpress Urgent Care-Lehighton |
Lehigh Valley Health Network

Cancer support GLV (Jen Sinclair) community continues to offer various programs in carbon county. 2nd
Wednesday gentle yoga at lvhn 12:30pm, then caregiver support at sluhn 5pm. Also the 4th Wednesday
support group at perfect balance boutique at 3pm. Cancersupportglv.org, Community Health Worker
Oncology Training Program | Cancer Support Community can access Quick Guides that our cancer support
headquarters developed for community health workers.

Penn State Cancer Support (Holly Dolan) Radon education and screenings, they will be available, Penn State
Cancer Institute-Office of Community Outreach and Engagement is available for health fairs and community
events to provide cancer screening education and select screenings. We will be starting a radon education
and screening program in 2026. To schedule a program contact Holly Dolan at
hdolan@pennstatehealth.psu.edu .

Director of Firearm Suicide Prevention (Dr. Jay Breneman), CeaseFirePA Education Fund, a 501c3 dedicated to
building awareness and lifting voices to save lives from gun related deaths. The leading cause of gun related
deaths in Carbon County and in the Commonwealth are from suicides. Email is jay@ceasefirepa.org. Jonathan
Gomez, Community Liaison for Firearm Suicide Prevention, outreach and engagement efforts across the
Poconos. Jonathan is a combat veteran, and a youth wrestling coach who lives in the region with his wife and
kids. He can be reached at jonathan@ceasefirepa.org, a groundbreaking report on firearm suicide in rural
Pennsylvania, including polling data from Carbon County is available at https://bit.ly/4mTvgyn, a webinar with
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Dr. Frank Campbell, founder of the LOSS Team model, recording at: https://bit.ly/47R3a0F (Passcode:
PZhZ5%@3 )

NorthBound & Co (Tulsi Crowell)570 800-2466, tcrowell@northboundandco.org Register Insight Hour: The
Gratitude Effect: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/92edcalf-877c-4cd4-a6d3-
16be71b2ee7f@b827d933-f82c-4449-aff8-b09775c25963 https://www.facebook.com/share/1FUfXBgtNQ/
BHA (Jullian Horton) 382 students at Behavioral Health Associates (BHA) in brick and mortar school; doesn’t
count virtual

Justice Works YouthCare and work with Robin Roman with Plan of Safe Care.
mritinski@justiceworksyouthcare.com, Cell 570-980-3137 added to the Collaborative invite

AHEC (Lourdes Serrano) Scholars program open to December 21

Carbon Housing Authority (Rob Nicolella) Landlord Engagement Meeting 11/13, 4 pm at St. Luke’s Carbon
Campus

Plan of Safe Care (Robin Roman) Coord for Carbon, work with moms and families who are either pregnant or
have a baby under the age of 1 yr and are dealing with D&A. If you would like the prenatal referral and
brochures, please reach out to me at rroman@justiceworksyouthcare.com. I'll gladly send this to you! If there
are children in the home, please request POSC through Childline.

Narrow Valley Sports in Nesquehoning is offering before and after school care at their facility. Transportation
to and from the PV Elementary and Intermediate Schools is included. As of 11/11, 4 kids signed up, there is a
cost associated with the program.

Common Ground Ministries (Pastor Everett Upton) Beaver Meadows Pa 18216, 570-801-2699 hotline for
curbside pickup food assistance. By appointment only.

PA Treasury Consumer Programs (Jolene Miraglia) pa529.com/keystone/ paable.gov/ pa529.com/
patreasury.gov/unclaimed-property/
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