Carbon Collaborative Minutes
January 10, 9 AM-10 AM
Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer, mobile app or room device
Click here to join the meeting
Meeting ID: 276 901 481 825
Passcode: 6iMxfo
Download Teams | Join on the web

1. Welcome

2. Approval of November 8, 2023 Minutes: approved by Jenn Drake, Cindy Lynd

3. Treasurer Report: Cindy Lynd (AHEC): $4,146.64; approved by Kerri Quick, Larissa Kimmel
Speaker: Amber Zuber, Director of Site Educations Services, Lehigh Carbon Community College:
Innovative ideas for partnership going forward, offer 90 degree and certificate programs. Two
years ago, LCCC offered $21 million in financial aid (2021-22) and our tuition is 50% less than
the cost of tuition at a four year institution.

4. Old Business:

Carbon County Community Foundation: Sharon Alexander

Dashboard to highlight county nonprofits services, data, gaps, opportunities

Funding and webpage opportunities: PPL foundation grant opportunities, foundation grants
opening beginning February; nonprofit facebook page, grants workshop for February; Here is
the link to register for PPL Foundation's Grants and Community Outreach Information session
today at 11am: https://pplweb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN RfB6jz6CR-

eskO08IGk1Imw ?fbclid=lwAR1nsiknwFhmiVMYKLA m5u-
khZUGluxzYLK3dJ8r06JXYFSOtmcuEgn2EA#/registration

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren supports Wednesday’s at 9:30, BHA

Subcommittees:

Transportation: Larissa Kimmel townhall mtg held with Carbon Transit

Kids Zone: Jill Geissinger on behalf of Mindy Graver; 2 car seat issued and 2 boosters provided
in November; additional car seats at Care Net. Next car seat check in May

Early childcare education: status of existing services and how we can further connect families in
Carbon: PathStone enrollment 208 fully enroliment with wait list

Literacy: Dolly Parton Imagination Library, Reach Out and Read/Brush, Book, Bed, Talk-Read-
Sing, Ready4K, Palmerton Library Baby and Me

Children 0-5 in Carbon County (and Coaldale) can register for the Dolly Parton Imagination
Library to receive a free book each month thanks to the generosity of the Carbon County
Community Foundation. Register children at this link -
https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/affiliate/PACARBON/?chkAvalAddressData=eyJjYWxsYmFja
yl6dHJ1ZSwiYWRkecmVzeyl6eylib3VudHI51j0iVVMILCI6aXAiOilxODIzMilsInNOYXRIljoiUEEILCJjaXR
51joiTGFuc2ZvemQiLClib3VudHkiOQiJDYXJib24iLCJzdHJIZXQiQilifX0%3D
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5. New Business: during the November 2023 meeting, in person members discussed having
speakers only every other meeting to allow for more partner discussion and alignment
during the meeting — if all agree there will be no March speaker to allow for additional
collaboration time

2024 Annual Human Services Breakfast, April 19, 2024; Discussed topic: Homelessness;
Homeless not Helpless, Finding Your Way Home; next meeting 2/2 at 8:30 am; Commissioners
and Solicitor and County Administration visited the homeless site with 20-30 homeless (more
couch surfing); Representative Heffley held meeting to discuss the issue as well as mental
health, veterans. Complaints on the smoke from burning garbage (microwaves, plastic) DEP and
Emergency Management contacted. Facilities do not accept those with OUD/SUD. Solicitor to
provide guidance as a municipality can be sued. Family Promise planning warming center and
case management. BHA activity in parking lot and Lehighton Library is utilized.
https://www.facebook.com/share/ByHvpHFRKGWEc9Z3/?mibextid=ohfGji

Kim Miller is coordinating the Point in Time count efforts for the county if anyone wants to
volunteer to help: ccachs@verizon.net

Collaborative Scholarship: https://form.jotform.com/240087670737058 which includes
background info about the Carbon Collaborative, as well as a section for Parent/Guardian
contact information. All of the questions require a response except for the Letter of
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Recommendation. Entrees need to be emailed to Sharon by March 15t &

Email communications update from Rosemarie/Secretary: emails will be up to 50 members due
to new email list protocol/restrictions; all community members can still access the
agenda/minutes from CCCF website and can reach out to me to be added; Email updates to
Secretary and include “Carbon Interagency Collaborative” in title

6. Self-introductions and agency reports (30 attended virtually)

Chat updates: chat updates can be placed in meeting chat and then saved into minutes

Leigh Ann Wiedlich, AmeriHealth Caritas Community HealthChoices: works with Emily Dally
and covers 22 counties in the Northeast Zone.

Robin Plesniarski, LVHN: adding free services that will be on social media

Aggie Schoenberger, Peaceful Nights: emergency shelter for men with no requirements; 250
North First Street

Ashley Highland, CMHDS CASSP closed for targeted case management services

Sam Hellen, Careerlink: career services refer to CareerLink website or Sam’s office

Carol Etheridge and Megan Beste, Susan Wild’s Office: working with local organizations for
federal grants, Carol Etheridge, PA-07, carol.etheridge@mail.house.gov

Fatima Nabavian, LV Center for Independent Living webinar for special education; PATF has a
free financial ed series called Money Talks- link to register for Identity Theft and Scams webinar
on Jan 29- Webinar Registration - Zoom Please Share far and wide if you don't already receive
PATF's updates and access these wonderful free resources! Follow TechOwl and PATF on social
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media. Email fatimanabavian@Ivcil.org, if you have any questions related to accessibility and
assistive technology.

Jill Geissinger, Children and Youth: 81 children in foster care; down from last year

John Nespoli, President of the St. Luke’s Carbon and Lehighton Campuses: 15 students from
the Carbon Leadership Program touring the campus, census is up and services are being
accessed

Kerri Quick (St. Luke’s Miners) and Suzanne Smith St. Luke’s Carbon Campuses) Liaisons:
Social Services for 18235 (lehighton, pa) | St Luke's University Health Network (findhelp.com)
Shawn Bariana, Volunteer Services thanked everyone who contributed to PV; the Volunteer
Challenge matches companies to support the nonprofit community by assembling a team of
volunteers (of various sizes) to plan and execute sustainable multi-day volunteer projects that
will have a lasting impact. These corporate “Challenge Teams” roll up their sleeves between
February and April. https://www.volunteerlv.org/volunteer-challenge

Leigh Ann Wiedlich: seniors and individuals 21 and over with disabilities; interested in Family
Promise

Larissa Kimmel, Systems of Care, CMPMH, recommended Aggie Shoenberger to present all the
programs offered by Peaceful Knights at a future Collaborative Board meeting
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